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On the Road to Find Out

Well, after a very full week last week I'm excited to get back on track with these daily devotionals. 
After the past weekend as we remembered the death and resurrection of Jesus my mind has shifted 
this week to a few encounters that people had with Jesus after he had risen. Lets take the next few 
days to see Jesus through their eyes...

I think of the two men on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24:13-34... Two men who were deep in 
conversation about all that had taken place in Jerusalem around the death of Jesus and rumours that 
he had risen. As they are leaving Jerusalem and travelling the 7 mile road to Emmaus, Jesus begins to 
draw near and walk alongside them. At first, they do not recognize him...

A few things interest me about these two men as they interacted with Jesus.

Firstly, for all their interest and intrigue about what had just taken place in Jerusalem - they were 
relying on second hand information and opinions, and did not concern themselves with pursuing the 
truth. Moreover, they were hurrying in the opposite direction of all the answers - focused on getting 
back to everyday life in Emmaus.

Secondly, they were ignorant of who Jesus was. They had a superficial understanding of the scriptures 
and Jesus' purpose on earth. They were naively concerned about a powerful Messiah restoring Israel, 
when Jesus' mission was to give his life to redeem the world. Jesus even said to them, “O foolish ones,
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ 
should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:25,26).

Thirdly, they didn't recognize Jesus until they paused from their busy pace and welcomed Jesus in. 
Jesus was literally walking beside them and they didn't recognize him because they were focused on 
their own plans. It wasn't until they stopped, welcomed him in and reclined at a table to break bread 
that it finally dawned on them who was with them.

This encounter raises some profound questions for us today. First, in all of our questions of faith and 
seeking Jesus are we actually moving in the right direction or are we relying on the hearsay and 
opinions of others? Second, are we faithful students of scripture and what they reveal about Jesus, or 
are we still living in ignorance and apathy? Third, have we slowed down enough on our busy pace of 
life to sit and welcome the presence and power of Jesus in our lives?
_____________________________
Steven Amorin
.
If this LOOKING UP daily devotional has been a blessing to you, feel free to share it with others.
_____________________________
#Jesus #Bible #Devotional



LOOKING UP DAILY DEVOTIONAL | APRIL 8

Lockdown

This past week and yesterday has brought a new set of regulations from the Province. In my 
frustrations with it all, it got me thinking of those remaining disciples in the days following Jesus' 
crucifixion. These disciples were overcome by a sense of fear and had literally locked themselves down
together to avoid the Jewish leaders outside their doors.

Amazingly, into their fearful lockdown our risen Lord appears and
gives them several things:

Peace: The first thing Jesus says is, "Peace be with you", in Hebrew it is the word 'Shalom'. This is more
than a quaint greeting. When Jesus speaks, his words carry power. He proclaims his peace over their 
weary hearts and we are told they were immediately filled with Joy. Their fear gave way to joy in the 
peaceful presence of Jesus.

Purpose: Into their fears Jesus repeats his Shalom and then gives them purpose saying, "Peace be with
you, As the Father has sent me, so I send you". Jesus would turn their preoccupation for self-
preservation into a preoccupation for their mission.

Power: We see that Jesus, "'Breathed on them and said , "Receive the Holy Spirit."' The disciples who 
were present that day got a small breath of what would blow at Pentecost - when the Holy Spirit 
would be poured out upon them in power and they would come out from their hiding and boldly 
proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ with the world. The spirit of fear gave way to the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

In the days following this encounter, the disciples' cowardice would give way to courage, fearfulness to
faithfulness and the world would never be the same as the message of Jesus spread throughout the 
world.

With these lockdown measures from our authorities I pray that we would not give into a spirit of 
fearful self-preservation - but rather a new preoccupation for the purposes that Jesus has redeemed 
us and called us to. For all of our fears about other peoples' breath, Jesus wants to fill us with the 
breath of his Spirit and propel us forward. For all of our fears of what lies out there, the PEACE, 
PURPOSE and POWER of our Lord is available to you and I today.

_____________________________

Steven Amorin

.

If this daily devotional has been a blessing to you, feel free to share it with others.

_____________________________

#Jesus #Bible #Devotional
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Breakfast With Jesus

“When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread... 
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” John 21:9,12

A few years ago I had the privilege of travelling to Israel and visiting the Sea of Galilee. Still a bit jet-
lagged I woke before sunrise one morning and told Heather I was going for a swim. She thought I was 
acting a bit strange given the fact it was March and the water was still quite frigid. Nonetheless, I 
waded slowly into the water and found that my sense of excitement overcame the chill. As Heather 
watched chuckling - and as I acclimated, several bible passages flooded my mind as I considered the 
place I was swimming. 

I imagined dejected Peter in John 21 after having seen that familiar figure on the shore giving fishing 
advice...hauling in those 153 fish and realizing it was Jesus calling out...then excitedly jumping into the
cold water to get to him...and finding Jesus ready to give him food and forgiveness around the warmth
of a fire. 

What strikes me about this moment is that even in his resurrection Jesus demonstrates his servant 
heart in caring for his disciples. Jesus is always graciously inviting his followers to experience his 
abundance...

There are many invitations that Jesus gave to his disciples:
“Come and see” (John 1:39)
“Come and learn” (Matthew 11:28,29)
“Come and rest” (Mark 6:31)
“Come and inherit” (Matthew 25:34-36)
“Come and have breakfast” (John 21:12)

This is our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. This is his heart for us, his disciples - always ready to give the 
provision and grace that will sustain us on our mission. Even now, Jesus invites us to come to him and 
know his abundant care in our lives if we will take him up on his offer. 

_____________________________
Steven Amorin
.
If this LOOKING UP daily devotional has been a blessing to you, feel free to share it with others.
_____________________________
#Jesus #Bible #Devotional
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